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Building Vocabulary in ABE & ASE Units (STEP BY STEP)
Prepared by Amy R. Trawick (Updated March 2026)
IDENTIFY WORDS: For each unit, choose a mix of word tiers, prioritizing general academic words (Tier 2) but also including terms related to the topic being studied (Tier 3).
· TIPS
· To identify Tier 2 words: Use leveled vocabulary workbooks/word lists or the Academic Word List. 
[bookmark: _yo9j5qkbl5nt]NOTE: You do not necessarily need to search texts that students will be reading to identify Tier 2 words.  The power of these types of words is that 1) they are likely to appear in all kinds of texts (which is why students need to study them) and 2) they can be used to discuss or write about content, even if the words don’t actually appear in the text.
· [bookmark: _gqtwj76g3xso]To identify Tier 3 words: Review texts to be used during a knowledge-building unit (i.e., one related to social studies, science, careers, etc.) and identify terms that will need instruction (as opposed to being easily grasped from context).
· Choose a total number of vocabulary words that is manageable for the time you have, usually approx. 10 words for every 3-5 daily lessons. 
INTRODUCE WORDS AND PROVIDE GUIDED PRACTICE: Provide explicit, scaffolded instruction over time.
Lessons 1-2:  Self-Assessment / Introduction / Modeling
· Pronounce word (may use opportunity to draw attention to syllabication/affixes)
· Include some type of self-assessment
· For each word:
· Give a simple definition (dictionary definitions may be too confusing)
· Use in 2-3 example sentences, relating to self, family, community, current events, or unit topic
· Invite students to think of ways the word applies to them; share some examples verbally and then have students write their example in notes (connect with prior knowledge)
· Optional: Compare and contrast the words with other relevant words (career vs. job)
· TIPS
· Vocabulary Self-Assessment
· Vocabulary graphic organizers 
· Flash cards on a ring
Lessons 2-4: Multiple Exposures to Words
· Offer opportunities for students to think about the words and their meanings
· Develop activities that can be completed both inside and outside of class (or use a good workbook)
· TIPS
· Cloze exercises/Fill in the Blank
· Sentence Completion
· Read and Respond
· True-False/Why  
· Yes/No/Why
· Manipulate meaning with prefixes/suffixes
· Concept sorts
· Discussions/writing about a text/topic

ASSESS LEARNING: Provide opportunities for students to see their growth.
· TIPS 
· Revisit Vocabulary Self-Assessment
· Require students to use a certain number of words in a writing or presentation
· Develop a quiz

REVIEW WORDS: Build in opportunities for students to review words regularly over time.
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