[image: SABES logo. Massachusetts Public Adult Education Professional Development System logo; A public adult education of MA program. ]
Overview: What to Teach and How to Teach It
Comprehension Instruction in the ABE/ASE Classroom
Prepared by: Amy R. Trawick, Ph.D.
What to Teach (CCRSAE)
READING ANCHOR 1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
READING ANCHOR 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
READING ANCHOR 3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
READING ANCHOR 4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
READING ANCHOR 5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
READING ANCHOR 6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
READING ANCHOR 7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
READING ANCHOR 8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
READING ANCHOR 9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
READING ANCHOR 10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.
How to Teach It (EBRI)
1. Model, explain the benefits of, and provide ample practice in strategic reading.
a. Skimming/scanning
b. Annotating text
c. Analyzing text structure
d. Using graphic organizers
e. Summarizing, verbally and in writing
f. Monitoring comprehension
g. Asking own questions
h. Answering questions
i. Using multiple strategies
2. Provide opportunities for collaboration and extended discussion around text, using evidence.
3. Attend to engagement issues.
4. Integrate reading and writing.
5. Support ongoing fluency development.
6. Engage learners in building and demonstrating knowledge (through oral and/or written products).
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