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Constructing Text Sets for a Unit
*adapted from Recipe for Success 2.0: The ABE Content Standards & Instructional Shifts for ELA
Building knowledge does not happen overnight. It takes time and repeated exposure to specific, content-rich non-fiction. Consider providing opportunities for learners to read 3-6 texts per unit for maximum student benefit and retention of knowledge. The bottom line is that instructors must allow for time within their lessons and units for students to engage with texts in an authentic way.
One way to think about the texts you will use in a unit is as a text set. A text set is a set of texts around the same topic or theme that reinforce key content or ideas. Text sets can be a mix of informational and literary texts and may comprise different levels--a good idea in adult education classrooms.
Here are a few helpful tips to keep in mind in using text sets:
· Choose the appropriate level of informational texts for your class.
· Introduce easier texts first, gradually increasing difficulty throughout the unit. If more complex texts are introduced right away, we suggest additional scaffolding, to assist with student understanding.
· Use texts systematically, meaning, in ways that support students in constructing organized knowledge about content, making important connections within and across texts and developing the vocabulary associated with a specific discipline.
You may want to use some texts for whole-group instruction, some for small groups, and some for individual work. To locate effective informational texts for your students, check out this SABES ELA resource:
· Finding Texts for Adult Learners 
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