My name is Karen Greaves and I am an English Language Arts teacher at Boston Public Schools Department of Adult Ed, and I have been in this position Adult Ed for probably about three years now. However, I've actually been a public school teacher for over 14 years teaching ELA, and it is truly one of the great joys of my life.
The Importance of Financial Literacy
My lesson plan had to do with financial literacy, and that has become sort of one of the most important components of adult ed, like having adults become more financially literate and learning how to manage their finances, learning how to... what is credit, learning how to plan for a large expense.
This is sort of real-life application stuff. It has a direct impact on their lives. What we did today they can take today and apply to their lives. This is not something that is, you know, in a book or on a page, "Maybe I'll use it in college, maybe I'll use it when I get a job."
We serve students of color, we serve immigrants, we serve people who speak second language acquisition—students and, you know, having them acquire this information as a sort of underserved population, I think would really improve the quality of life.
Joy in Teaching and Student Impact
Every single time I teach a lesson, I am just as excited to learn, and I think that comes across, and my students know that I'm not just telling them stuff, that I'm also learning along with them, and we come back and we talk and they will give me real life examples.
They'll say, "I didn't have any control over my finances. I didn't know how my bills were going to be paid. I didn't know if I had money to pay my rent at the end of the month." And now that we started these lessons they're saying things like, "Wow, I can sleep at night. I know my bills are being paid. I understand what it means to have a credit card and how to use it. Wow, I want to purchase a house in five years. How can I strategically go about planning to do that?" So those are the kinds of experiences I think make my job enjoyable.
Leveraging Technology in Remote Teaching
The world of remote teaching is very new to many teachers. This is something that we've all had to adjust to in the past year, and we've had to get pretty creative in coming up with strategies to help our students be engaged.
As you've probably noted in my lesson, I use a lot of technology, right? Things like:
· Jamboard, which allows students to share their sort of ideas and opinions, and what that does, I think, is it takes away some of the fears and concerns when students have to share. They have like a Post-it that allows them to gather their thoughts. It allows me to see what they're thinking and then I can call on the students and actually say, "You know, please respond to this."
· Things like Quizlet where we can play games or use flashcards.
· Padlet where they can access resources after they leave the classroom to help them build for the learning and expand what we've done in the classroom.
And so, just a lot of creative ways to allow students to learn independently, but also to engage in classroom discussions.
Looking Ahead to In-Person Teaching
I honestly cannot imagine life without using these classroom tools right now. All of these things have become so sort of incremental to my teaching strategies, and I actually think also for my students. I almost feel like going back... we wouldn't be able to go back. They're so familiar with Google Classrooms and finding their homework and getting the documents that they need and uploading documents and just using it as a resource.
I think for me what I really love about this whole thing is students can become independent learners. They have access. I don't feel like I'm the only person that they can get information from. I can put the resources into their hands that will allow them to become independent learners. I can be the facilitator of their sort of knowledge gaining and building.
And how does that translate into the classroom? Well, I think I'll be using every single thing that I have used to acquire over the year as a remote instructor. I will definitely be using Google Classrooms. I'll be using Jamboards. I feel like it has pushed students also to be more engaged. They know they can't just come and sit in the back of the class and, you know, be there in body but not in mind, because they will be compelled or forced to engage. And so they know they have to be present in all ways.
Previously, you know, in a live in-person classroom, it was so much easier. You come in and you had your lesson and you could extend in front of a board with your pen and your pad and your notes, and you can teach, right? That's it. You've done your job.
Zoom has allowed us, has pushed me, to really think about how to get my students to learn independently, but also how to reach them. I have to think about my students really grasping important concepts. Are they really getting what I'm saying? I can't just stand there and presume that they're understanding. I have to be actively finding ways to ensure that they are learning. And what that means is through giving them exit tickets, formative assessments, through discussions, through having them be in breakout rooms or any sort of our tools that we have. Using reactions in Zoom, lifting their hands—all of those things sort of pushes me as a teacher to really think about how my students are engaging and are they really grasping the concepts that I'm trying to get them to understand.
