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Transcript: ELLs Sharing Different Ways video

Background information
In this video, adult English learners and their instructor, Melissa, talk about the value of using a variety of strategies in math class to make sense of and solve problems

[student 1] When we are in math class, we are in two classes, math and English.
We do the exercise and you, you’re supposed to speak English.
[student 3] When it was to start math class, I wasn't very confident and when I start, I saw it wasn't that difficult to me.
[teacher 1] One of the things that has contributed to the success of having English language learners in my math class and using math to incorporate into English language classes is the type of math tasks that we offer students.
What has worked is offering tasks that require sense making and problem solving.
[teacher 2] Melissa, she tries to build a kind of math sense in our students.
[teacher 1] Almost all students are intrinsically motivated to think when they're given a task that they can access but that they can't easily solve.
[student 4] We divided 25 by five.
[teacher 1] Having the openness for sharing different ways of looking at the problem is what makes it exciting and also valuable to them, both for their math and their English practice.
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